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FEW men In the trade have
thelr cars as cose to the
ground when H comes 1o come
bna harvesting ax Ken Cra-
ham, With an engineering firm
In Stradbally, Co Lasis, his
practical working Joveswledge
of combines of all shapes and
stzos stands him In good stead
o lend some 2dvice to thosa
looking to extract the best
fram thelr machines during
this yeur's arvest,

Of courge, It should be
noted that Ken has a vasted
Interest In this side of the
business: not only dees he
repalr combines but he manu-
factures replacemont econs
Caves, grain pans and other
parts toa, He says thet many
of thesz have been developed
specifically for the 1rish and UK
markets and in soma cases, he
clalms, these parte perform
betier than the origingl eam-
ponents fitted by the manufac-
turer from new.

combines arp farg this har-
vest = and what sort of feed-
back I5 he getting from his
customers, Remember, he
deaks with Ermers and con-
tractors not just In the mid-
lands but all over the country
and beyond,

He repllad: ""Yields In winter
barlsy have been disappolnt-
Ing. Thankfully, harvesting
donditions have not been un=
duly diffieult, though some
farmers started cutting a week
or two sarly. That cbviowsly
makes the crop harder to
thresh.

"What decsn't help k& the
fact that samo farmers don't
got their combines ready in
tme, Pulling the machine aygt
al the last minute, only to
discover that It needs an over
haul Just when the aap Is
ready to eut, leads 1o unneces-
Ewmﬂ

According w0 Ken, the eape
txve Is one &f the most aritical
companents fn ey combine.
He explained: “Persisting with
a wom or damagod unit will
end up costing you money.
Loseas wifl throughe-
pret will fafl and you'Tl strugsde
t geta cean sample,”

He continued; *‘Concaves
31T under More Pressure now
than ever before. Years ago,
combines dl'd;"l', have the
Fame tonn
them, nﬂrm mmﬂmf
same volume of shaw to deal
with.

"If you look back at came
bine devalopments over the
years and compare & 15+oat,
five walkar machine with 2 20
foot, six-walker machine you
wor't see much differance be-
twaen the conmves gn sach,

Yat the one on the bigger
mm&wnglshldtn o
# lot more,

"Add to that the fack that
few grop hushandry practices
have placed evan grester de-
mands on cohcaves, NoOWaw
cays, famers aim for stronger,
graaner staw when dhoosing
varfetics and sprays to offSet
the risk of lodging. The down-
side s that the ncreased va-
lume of green straw tends to
cdag up the concave mare
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Acvording to Ken, proof of
this I5 the facr that concaves
coming out of machines for
refurbichment have been
blocked up with materdal —
whith pbviouslty makes It
much harder o force grain
thraugh them.

“That's why we opted to
design & conczve of our owm,”
he “We madp the
fiest about six or seven
years ago, The bigeest selling
point [y that eur concaves have
bigger between the
wires, gh the angie of

wrap I5 the samg as 2 conyen-
tonel ¢ne. As 2 result, ours
don't get choked up with 2
mat of material as sasly,”
Feedback ffam ysors sug.
fests that the new concawve
does pay dividends, Ken ex-
plained; “'One man with 3
John Deere 7188 told me that
mn-wcumhumﬂed
o get through anywhere
batween five and feven acres
per gay more than bafare.
“Another grower with a
Deutz-Fahr 36,10 mold me that
that his biggest problem now
15 that he hasn't snough trak-
lers o keep him going - a
prablem he never had beforg)
“Last year, we sald maore
than 50 of these 'hi

aoff in 2004; up until then sales
had been growing slowly but
ghencllly

VORI -Oneyear.

V'Salaz hive not been oquite
a3 strong this year,” he gon-
coded, "but that's probably
becalrer demand has bean e
hatseted to @ cortaln extenM"

Kon continped: “'I'm confi-

dentthat our cancave [s hetier

sulted to typlesl,

Irish conditions than anything

Smooth crop flow helps
to boost out

Business Facts — Ken Geannm EiEineenng

olse on the market, Some peo-
ple have been falking ahoyt
the Austeaifan-designed Ni-
chols concave, which wraps
further around the drum than
ours does. However, I'm sure
that eurs absorbs |as power
and works better in greener
Shraw."

s sold high-output con-
cives to a wide varlety of
Users. He sald; “We've got
custmess all aver the country
and In the UK ta¢, Wa've even
sefi ane to Germany, wherp
it's being evalusted right now.
it's fited t» 3 New Holland
32 and, iFall goes well, we'll
be sending more out.

“In fact, we've filted these
contaves b combines of afl
shapes znd sizes. From ma-
chines as old a= Now Halland
/ Claysoa 1530's right up to
Cars Lexlons (straw walker
madels), our concaves ase
proving thelr warth, Ob-
viclely, we dan't fit them t
brand new machines as it sim-
ply wouldn't pay to replace a
REW, UNWOM concave with »
replacement unlt — ewen it
daes perform betber,”

in the ecourse of repaning
and reconditioning combine
pari, Ken has come across
machines of alf shapes and
slaes, He doesn't rate any ma-

chines a5 being particularly

his srvsall taam marmsfastisee  selection of parts,
combine might cost syrywhere betwoen €700 and €3,000, depending on whet veeds doing.
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Products include: Comibiné harvester toncaves, grain
paiys, augers, eldvators dnd other conmbanents )
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overhail of a ten-year oki

bad but he did say that same
older-generation Class com-
bines were expersive to keep
going. “Parts were oftan costly
and some plder madels wey-
et really bullt to last,"” he
explalngd. i doa™t think ivs a
aiticdsm yeu can lavel ak the
|atar vertions, howewver, "

"I've always thought that
certain Johm Desre machines,
e the 1158 for Instance,
were regzonably relfable and a
good ownership praspect.
Whatever the make or the
colour of the paipt, tha reality
b that most breakdewns are
caused by genersl wear and
WAr or — in oME ESA -
sbuse. It's not fair M blawme
the deign of B machine for
every problem that arises!

“And when you're in the
middie of a busy harwest lt's
all top casy to hit 2n unloading

off the side of 2 high
ler, especially in a ruted
fleld,

“And when cutting 2 odged
erop the chanes of broaking
sections or dsmaging an Intale
duger are much greater, Those
BFé commobn enm Tanl]
rences; hut |'ve seen stranger
things too. On ane goasian,
for cample, 3 inlfe was s
badly seed In & cutberbar that
it had % be pulled out with a
tractorl Luclsly. that deessn't
happan every day.”
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